
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Prelude and Fugue No. 3 Felix Mendelssohn 

* HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  St. Denio 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:  A tremor runs through the whole earth before the great and 
 majestic power of God. 

People:  We praise God’s great and holy name. 

Leader:  God’s love for the world is revealed in acts of justice and 
 righteousness. 

People:  We bow down before God’s holy presence. 

Leader:  God's grace came to our forebears in a pillar of cloud, and then 
 through the person of Jesus Christ. 

People: We praise God for the Word made present among us. 
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INTROIT     Ippolitof-Ivanof 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, Blessed art Thou, O Lord. Bless the Lord and forget 
not all his benefits.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, Bless 
His holy name. He is gracious and plenteous in mercy. He crowneth thee with 
loving kindness, He will not always chide, nor keep His wrath forever. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul.   PSALM 103 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God our Savior, here we are with many faults, together with our gifts 
and graces.  Here we are aware of some sins but blind to other aspects 
of evil in our lives.  Jesus looked on the faults of others with merciful 
eyes.  We confess that even knowing we have been forgiven so much, 
we have not yet learned to forgive as Jesus did.  Jesus spoke mercy; 
lived love; embodied compassion.  We pray that these qualities will 
be impressed on our lives so that more than just proclaiming his life, 
we will live it.  This we pray in his name. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 392 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord  Hall 

+ Children leave for Church School Classes. Youth remain for Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 45:1-7 

ANTHEM Ain’t A That Good News    arr. Dawson 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 22:15-22 

SERMON “Choices”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY I’ve Got Peace Like a River arr. Mack Wilberg 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 554 Let All Things Now Living  Ash Grove 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Finàl (from Symphony 2) Widor 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Felix Mendelssohn’s (1809-1847) organ works are the first significant organ works  
by a German composer since Bach. Inspired by Bach, Mendelssohn composesd three 
Preludes and Fugues to display his skill in counterpoint. Mikhail Ippolitov-Ivanov 
(1859-1935) was a student of Rimsky-Korsakov and composed operas, orchestral,  
choral and vocal music. Today’s Introit demonstrates his ability to evoke the traditional 
Russian liturgical musical style. William Levi Dawson (1899 –1990) was an 
African-American composer, choir director and professor. His arrangements of 
traditional African-American spirituals are widely published in the United States  
and are regularly performed by school, college and community choral programs.   
The anthem is by Mack Wilberg (b. 1955), the recently appointed director of the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. During his many years as associate director, he made  
many arrangements of hymns such as “Peace like a river” for that illustrious group. 
Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) was the organist at St. Sulpice in Paris for 60 
years and composed 10 organ symphonies consisting of suites of romantic pieces. He is 
best known for the Toccata from the Fifth Symphony, but this roaring toccata from his 
Second Symphony is just as rhythmic and exciting. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 45:1-7 (NRSV) 
 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right  
hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings of 
their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates shall not be 
closed: 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in 
pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give 
you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that 
you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by 
your name. 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 
call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no 
god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6so that they may know, 
from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one 
besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and 
create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these 
things. 
 
Matthew 22:15-22 (NRSV) 
 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he 
said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, 
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you  
do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think.  
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of  
their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 
title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; 
and they left him and went away. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 


